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August 6 will be a special day in the life of St. Luke’s.  First and foremost, it is the day the Church celebrates the Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord.  We will celebrate this great feast with Mass at 10:00am. 
August 6 is also the two-month anniversary of our public announcement to enter the Ordinariate of the Roman Catholic Church. Since that announcement we have received nearly 550 e-mails and numerous cards and letters from well-wishers from all over the world, welcoming us and assuring us of their prayers.
Over that same time we have been busy keeping up with our catechism instruction. We are using the United States Catholic Catechism for Adults as our guide.  These books were graciously gifted to us by Cardinal Wuerl. 
August 6 also represents a midpoint of our instruction.  We will be received/confirmed on October 9 by Cardinal Wuerl in the Crypt at the Basilica in Washington, DC. 
Over the next two months we will continue with our study of the Catechism. In addition to our study we will be required to prepare our souls for Confirmation and First Holy Communion by entering into a Eucharistic fast, and by making confession.
The exact date for the beginning of our Eucharistic fast is contingent upon me being invited to enter into the next phase of the ordination process.  My initial dossier has been sent to Rome; there it will be reviewed and, if approved, I will be invited to enter into the next phase of the process.  Upon completing the necessary paperwork required for ordination, it will be sent back to Rome for review.  At that time we will begin our Eucharistic fast; therefore, the exact date for the beginning of our fast depends upon a response from Rome.
Prior to October 9, in preparation for our reception/Confirmation and First Holy Communion, we will be making a Sacramental Confession.  
The Sacrament of Confession is one of the seven Sacraments of the Church. Unfortunately, this sacrament is seldom used in Anglican circles.  However, Sacramental Confession is a requirement of the Roman Catholic Church for all those, young and old, preparing to receive First Holy Communion. 

Reconciliation is at the heart of the Gospel; Christ reconciling us, and all of creation to God.  Through Sacramental Confession we are made right with God, forgiven and absolved from all our sin.  This understanding of the Sacrament has its roots in the teaching of Jesus (John 20:23) and St. James sets it forth as a source of healing (James 5:14).  Sacramental Confession is part of my spiritual discipline and I recommend it to you as well.
October 9 promises to be a joyful, historic event.  As former Anglicans we will be reuniting ourselves to the Holy See of Rome, the Holy Father, and to the Church universal-past, present and future.  We will have made our journey home.
Have a great summer.
Mark+
Catechism Classes
Catechism classes are held every Thursday evening immediately following the 6:30pm Mass, and on Sunday Mornings immediately following the 8:00am Mass.
Saturday Aug. 6, Catechism Class will begin at 10:30am. Please bring a bag lunch. We have 4 lessons to cover on this day.
Thanksgiving Sunday
Thanksgiving Sunday is the last Sunday of each month, where a special offering is collected, over and above your weekly giving, to give thanks to God for all the many blessings He has bestowed upon us. The next Thanksgiving Sunday will be August 28.
There will be no weekday Masses                          Aug. 9-12.
Remember St. Luke’s in your prayers
The Vestry of St. Luke’s invites you to make the following prayer part of your daily prayers:                                                              Almighty and everlasting God, who dost govern all things in heaven and earth, mercifully hear the supplications of thy servants, and grant unto this parish family all things necessary for its spiritual welfare: schools to train up thy people in thy faith and fear, ministers to labor in this portion of thy vineyard, a church restored and maintained in the beauty of holiness. Strengthen and increase the faithful; visit and relieve the sick; turn and soften the wicked; rouse the careless; recover the fallen; restore the penitent; remove all hindrances to the advancement of thy truth; and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within the fold of thy Holy Catholic Church Through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who with thee and the Holy Ghost liveth and reigneth on God, world without end. Amen.
Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Charles Sommerkamp;                                              Chet & Espie Stewart; Auburn Traycik; Ginny Mcknew; Moses Alusi;                          Catherine Jones; Rimisa Williams;                      Jean Ashman; Juliette Scott;                                    Norma Brumfield; Alice McNeil;                        Larry Maske; Lawrence McDowell;                          Victor & Gloria Deigh; Martha Krabandam; Malcolm Parkinson; Angela Koker;                    Joyce Stewart; Ron Alert; Natalie Reeves; Andrew Keegan; C.C. Onejeme;                            La-Verne Williams; Debbie Holt;          Susan Gibbs; Robert Gibbs; and Fr.Zera
Please provide us with your e-mail address
In an effort to keep you up to date with the current events at St. Luke’s, we are asking you to provide us with your e-mail address Please send an e-mail to Fr. Lewis providing your name.
Fr. Lewis’ e-mail address is: frmarklewis@gmail.com
Family prayers to be offered at the altar this month
Aug. 7 – Ron and Margot Alert                               Russell and Wanda Maske
Aug, 14 – Brian and Annie Chambers
Aug. 21 – Aretha Rammarine                                Stanley Freeman
Aug. 28 – Vivian Murphy                                      Wendy Ainsworth
Pledges
Please keep your giving current. The work of the Parish continues throughout the summer.  We need your support.  Please give generously!
This month’s events at St. Luke’s
Aug. 6 – The Transfiguration of the Lord; Mass 10:00am Catechism immediately after Mass.
Aug. 15 – The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary; Mass 6:00pm
Aug. 17 – Vestry Meeting 7:00pm
Aug. 24 – St. Bartholomew; Mass 6:30pm
Catechism Class every Thursday 7:00pm and Sunday 9:00am
Recommend Reading
First Comes Love by Scott Hahn                                           Hail, Holy Queen by Scott Hahn                                 The Catholic Way by Cardinal Wuerl                               The Sacraments by Cardinal WuerlThe Catechism of the Catholic Church (A Must!) United States Catholic Catechism for Adults
Building fund
As part of the agreement with the Episcopal  Diocese of Washington, we will continue to use our present Church under the terms of a leasing agreement. Our leasing agreement calls for us to rent the property for a period of three years, at which time we can purchase our property at 75% of the market value or build a new church. Please make a donation toward our future. Make checks payable to St. Luke’s, memo: building fund 
As of August 1, 2011 we will be using our new bank accounts. Please make checks payable to: St. Luke’s.
