St. Luke’s Parish
4002 53rd Street
Bladensburg, Maryland 20710





June 2, 2011
The Ascension of our Lord

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Greetings in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ!

At our Annual Parish meeting in January 2010, a great deal of conversation took place about the traditional beliefs held by St. Luke’s Parish and how incongruent our beliefs are with the Episcopal Church at this time. Parishioners charged the leadership of St. Luke’s to explore options that may be available to us. 

At this meeting, we also acknowledged the consistent graciousness and support Bishop Chane had always shown for our parish. We believed that as long as he held the office of Bishop of Washington we had time to think this matter through prayerfully and we have done so over the past year. 

As you know, the wardens and I met with Bishop Chane over a year ago. He expressed his willingness to support us in our discernment, which included exploring the possibility of entering the Catholic Church. As we left the Bishop’s office we felt the presence of the Holy Spirit manifested in the Bishop’s pastoral response.

Shortly after that meeting, I met with Bishop Barry Knestout, an auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese of Washington, who expressed the Archdiocese’s willingness to work with us and with Bishop Chane in providing a spiritual home for us in the Roman Catholic Church. Once again, the openness with which we were received confirmed the presence of the Holy Spirit in this discernment process. This pastoral response and openness has continued over the past year, during which time the wardens and I continued to meet both with Bishop Chane and his staff and with Cardinal Wuerl and his staff. 

On January 6, 2011, the vestry unanimously affirmed the parish’s desire to enter the Personal Ordinariate of the Roman Catholic Church. We arrived at this decision after many months of prayer, study, and prayer vigils. After several meetings with The Episcopal Diocese of Washington to work out the terms of the parish’s separation from the Episcopal Church, the vestry unanimously accepted Bishop Chane’s offer on May 17.

We are thankful for the working of the Holy Spirit which allows us today to inform you that on Monday, June 6, 2011 the Episcopal Diocese of Washington and the Archdiocese of Washington will make a joint public announcement regarding St. Luke’s entry into the Roman Catholic Church, first with the Archdiocese of Washington and then into the Personal Ordinariate if and when one is established for the United States. Our conversion into the Personal Ordinariate of the Roman Catholic Church will allow us to continue to worship with integrity in the Anglican tradition, and at the same time be in full communion with the Holy See of Peter.

In anticipation of some questions that may arise, we have enclosed a brief question and answer document that might explain any question you may have. Should you have additional questions, please feel free to contact us.  We will endower to address all inquiries.

Looking forward to our journey in faith, we remain,

Yours in Christ,


The Rev. Mark W. Lewis                   Ada Okafor                       Patrick A. Delaney



Rector, St. Luke’s Parish                    Sr. Warden                        Jr. Warden


